August 6, 1957

Dr, Robert S, Morrison
Biological and Medical Research
The Rockefeller Foundstion

L9 Vest LSth Street

New York, New York

Dear Dr, Morrisoni

This Medical Scheol inititted a program in medical genetics with the
appointaent of Dr, Newton Morton as Assistant Professor of Anatomy., HNow, a De-
7N partment of Medical QOenetics has bsen formally orgsmised, under the Chsirmanship
of Professor Joshua Lederberg. Dr. Lederberg retains s 1/2 time sppeintment in
the Genstics Department of the Collsge of Agriculture,
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With combined support from the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation,
the National Institutes of Health and the State legislature, a new ressarch
wing is being constructed at the Mediocal School at a cost of two million dollars,
This will afford an opportunity for the Medical Uenetics Department to be housed
D in modern laborstory facilities, including space for the recunding out of its
FJ initial staff with a third staff member, After careful consideration, the Medi-
|

cal School has endorsed the appointment of Kimball C, Atwood, M.D,, as Associste
Professor of Medicsl Osnstiocs, The Medical School will ssgume the full cost of
i,  Dr. Morton's salary, as it has its share of Professor Lederberg's. Unfortunately,
.we are unable to mest the cost of Dr, Atwood'c sppointment fyom this year's bud-
,get, and we are, therefore, requesting the sssistance of the Rockeféller Foundation
'to0 help us expand our program, We propose to assume 1/3 of the salary cost after
two years, 2/3 after four years, snd his full sclary sfter five years, Assuming
an averasge salery of $10,000 during this interval, we will require spproximately
-$37,500 from the FPoundation for this purpose.

We shall require & like smount to complete the costs of furnishing and
squipping the laborstories, As the space sllotted %o Medical Genetics (about
1,000 feet) represents sbout ten percent of the new wing, this will cap an invest-
ment of about $200,000 from other sources in these fsoilities,

All together, we are, therefore, asking the Foundaticn for $75,000 to be
expended on behalf of Medical Uenetics during the next five years, We would be
heppy to poel this amount with the $25,000 already sllocated to the Medicel School
for the initiation of Dr. Morton's program, if we might have the use of the total
funds for the five year periocd,

In view of the possibility that grants for smaller amounts may become
available for various aspects of the program on one hand, and that unexpected needs
may arise on the other, we could make even more advantageous use of these funds if
they were available without limit as to time, that is, as an unrestricted grant,
They could then contirue to be used a2s insurance to underwrite projects for which
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other financinr would become avalleble in due course, and in this way their effective-
ness would be multiplied. ilowever, we will be more then pleased to operate within
a fivee~year term, if thet is more in line wi-h the Foundaticn's policies,

Dr, Atwood could rot be formell. approached until ve cculd make Lim &
concrete offer. He has, howsver, excressed a tangible interest in our program, and
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we are hopefully confident that he will accept a reasonable oifer, 24{ the present

~-rize, he 18 a Senior i iiologist at the Osk Ridge National Leboratory, where, unfortun-

1 1ptely, the research opportunities are not -atched by the academic facilities for the
collaboration with enc¢ training of rraduate students,

|

L

LJ The Depertment of Medical Geretics has been conceived prirmarily as a re-

search unit, with the responsibility of collaborating with other members of the
Staff in both research anc teaching activity. Dr. Morten is already enrared in

, ~studies of muscular dystrophy and spherocytosis in men, both from & biometric and

/('@ phyeiolorical angle. ODr. Lederberg will continue his work on the renetics of

i | bacteria and viruses, Ir. Atwood is well known for his work on the cellular lesion

‘ n rediztion injury, having made a superb application of the technical properties
f Yeurospora spores for ths purpose., He, as well as Dr, lMorton and Tr, lederberg,
> /is 8lmso demply interested in the genetics of somatic cells, and has bhe:un some pre=-
liminary studies of somatic mutation in human eryvthrocytes with respect to serologi-
cal properties, His position at Osk Ridge hzs not furnished an opportunity to ex-

[jiploit his medicel training, & qualificaticn that adds to his aptitude for the pre-

|isent opporturity, In summary, it wovld be fair to chearacterize the theme of the

i — Department of Medical Cenetics as & primary concern for basic aspects of cenetics,

 with diverss experimentel materisls, but an orientation towards medicine and the
zesl to encourare those applicationsz of genetics t» medicine as their thesreticel
work unfolds, The Medical School feels thst this is the soundest bese nn which to
bulld spplied studies, and the trainin- of graduste students, residente, and post-

s “doctoral fellowe as practitioners of the vario.s aspecte of medical renetics. One

AV edvantage at wWiscongin that permits the development of this program on a broader

\/ bese of theoreticsl work than elsewhere is the intesration of the Yedical School
in a University setting, and in particular, the cooperation of the redical Genetics
group with the Cenetice Depertme:t, The latter lepartment has already expressed
its vitel interest in Ir, Atwcod's eppointment, to the extent of offering him a
comparable rank should he be appointed in the Medical Echool.

Some ad'itional information on Dr. Atwood's background is enclosed,

It would sult our purposes if any ;/rant could be made effective Janu=
ary 1, 1959, either for five years, or an indefinite term, ‘e intent to proceed
with an offer to Lr. Atwood as sson 28 we heve asrurance of the necessary starte
mg funds -

Yours sincerely,

(’ h’{«r,\, Q /)« At

John 2, Rowers, 5,0,
an

J Bica
ccy Y, P, Peterson
Ir, Lederberg



